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Dear Student,

I am writing you with a request. It has to do with my situation. I know you too have been forced 
to not see anyone for a while, but my solitude started long before the arrival of the virus and still 
continues. 

When I was younger, powerful people wanted to be in my company. I hosted kings and generals, 
MXGJHV�DQG�RWKHU�KLJK�UDQNLQJ�RI¿FLDOV��1RZ�LW¶V�PRVWO\�TXLHW��2QO\�HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�,�UHFHLYH�
JXHVWV��ZKR�DUH�SULPDULO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKHPVHOYHV��QRW�LQ�PH��7LPH�KDVQ¶W�EHHQ�NLQG�WR�PH��7KH�IDGHG�
FRORUV��WKH�FUDFNV��P\�GXOO�H[SUHVVLRQ«�,¶P�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�YDJXH�VKDGRZ�RI�P\�\RXQJHU�VHOI��

1H[W�\HDU�,¶P�WXUQLQJ�HLJKW\��/RRNLQJ�EDFN�RQ�P\�ORQJ�OLIH�,�KDYH�FRPH�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�,�KDYH�DOZD\V
been subordinated by others. From the royals who put me here, to the fences who keep people away 
from me, there is always someone or something preventing me from opening up to the world.

6WXFN�LQ�VROLWDU\�FRQ¿QHPHQW��,�VSHQG�P\�GD\V�VFDQQLQJ�P\�VXUURXQGLQJV�IRU�D�VLJQ�RI�OLIH��,�VHH�WKH�
cypresses waving in the wind. Clouds are drifting by, bringing rain and snow from the nearby sea 
and mountains. In recent years it has been increasingly dry. The sunlight scorches the grass, the soil 
becomes sandy, the fountain stopped running. I feel trapped, unable to change my own conditions. 

Increasingly I wonder who has the imagination and power to unleash my potential and see the value 
of a more progressive preservation of my heritage? One that respects my integrity while allowing me 
WR�GHYHORS��:KR�RU�ZKDW�FDQ�FUHDWH�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�PH�WR�ÀRXULVK�DQG�EHFRPH�D�PHHWLQJ�SODFH�IRU�
people from near and far? How can my luscious garden be rejuvenated and connected to the larger 
natural environment?

Please help to unlock my golden cage! By listening to the people that take care of me everyday, and 
E\�KHOSLQJ�PH�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�VWRULHV�WKDW�UHYHDO�P\�KLGGHQ�TXDOLWLHV��,�FDQ�¿QDOO\�EHFRPH�SDUW�RI�WKH�
city that has gradually grown around me.

Even if you were allowed to travel to Tirana you would not be able to visit me, due to my fragility 
and state of seclusion. But you can get to know me from a distance by joining the NEWROPE Design 
Studio. They are inviting you to collectively imagine alternative futures for me and beyond myself – 
in dialogue with experts and leaders and by exploring digital and analogue means. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours,

Pallati i Brigadave


