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Building Communities

Rehabilitation and Housing in Zurich

When we talk about building communities we are
thinking about a new community built within the city
that exists, inviting new neighbours to interact with
those who already live there. We propose to work
in urban contexts in transformation, observing and
identifying the valuable social and physical quali-
ties embedded in the area, and testing its capacity
to be expanded and amplified as the basis to crea-
te a new urban chapter.

We understand urban rehabilitation as the balan-
ce between the recovery of a physical fabric and
a social fabric: both complement each other and
work at the same time. To work with the social fa-
bric of a neighbourhood is to observe and incor-
porate the memory of hundreds of civic, cultural or

personal relationships that the neighbourhood had
built over time, and still remain invisible but latent.
But not only people contain the memory of a nei-
ghbourhood; the buildings are also loaded with
memories of the uses of the place: the built fabric
is the reflection of a social behaviour. It speaks of
a way of using the ground, the sky, of a way of
inhabiting... To read the memory contained in buil-
dings and in people is to think about a future that
counts on that past.

After spending last semester in Kreis 5, exploring
the Neugasse-Areal around the Lokomotivdepot,
we will now cross the Gleisfeld to reach Kreis 4,
where our working area is situated along the train
tracks.



